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The Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire was founded in 1878. It aims to advance public education primarily by the transcription, editing and publication of original historical documents relating to the two palatine counties.  It is a registered charity, no. 500434.
President                                                             Dr C.B. Phillips 
Secretary                                                  
    Dr Dorothy J. Clayton

Treasurer 



                Dr Fiona Pogson

General Editor                                                    Dr M.R.V. Heale

Membership Secretary                                       Mr J.C. Sutton

Webmaster
    



    Dr P.Z. Cotgreave 

Other Members of the Council                           Dr I. Atherton 
                                                                            Dr P.H.W. Booth

                                                                            Dr A.G. Crosby






                Mr J. Davies-Colley (from 23/03/16)
                                                                            Mrs Diana E.S. Dunn
                       



                Dr J. Mawdesley (resigned 05/10/16)
                                                                            Mr J.R.H. Pepler    
                                                                            Dr B.W. Quintrell

                                                                            Prof. D. Szechi 






    Dr Sonja Tiernan (from 23/03/16)
                                                                            Prof. T.J. Thornton                                                                                                                         

                                                                            Ms J.L. Wallwork (resigned 05/10/16)
Council 

During 2016 the Council met twice: on 23 March at the Rendall Building, University of Liverpool; and on 5 October at The University of Manchester’s Samuel Alexander Building. The Council gratefully acknowledges the support of the Universities of Liverpool and Manchester for the provision of accommodation.

Mr John Davies-Colley, of Tilston, Cheshire, and Dr Sonja Tiernan, of Liverpool Hope University, joined the Council in March 2016.

Dr J. Mawdesley and Ms J.L. Wallwork resigned from the Council in October 2016 due to pressure of other commitments.  Council thanked them for their contribution to the Society’s work.
In 2016, the Council continued to devote time to considering ‘the future of the Society’, including succession planning for the officer posts; increasing members’ involvement in the Society; and attracting new members. The fact that in the last three years fifteen new individual members have joined demonstrates a pool of untapped interest in the Society’s work. However, even though the number of individual members at the end of 2016 (see below) is marginally up on 2015, the overall number of members – both individual and institutional – remains lower than a decade ago, a continuing concern for Council. 
Further work has been carried out to care for the Society’s archives and its master set of publications.
2016 AGM

This was held on 23 March in the Rendall Building of the University of Liverpool. Council continued its attempts to make the Society’s AGM more appealing to the membership. Following a short business meeting, Dr A.G. Crosby gave a public lecture, entitled, Reflections on a Record Society volume: Benjamin Shaw’s family records 25 years on. This illustrated lecture, given by the editor of the Society’s volume 130 (1991), was very well received by those present.
Membership 

Mr Sutton reports that, at the end of 2016, there were 127 individual members, and about 90 institutional subscriptions. 
Website

The Society’s website has been operational for over two years. Between 1 April and 29 September 2016, there were 1,129 unique users, of whom 75% had not visited the site before. This compares with 1,291 and 985 during comparable periods in 2015 and 2014. In 2016, around 65% of visits were made from UK computers, 8% from the US, 7% from Brazil, 4% from Canada and 2% each from Australia and France. The following places account for most of the UK users (in descending order): London, Manchester, Liverpool, Bootle, Birkenhead, Chester and Stoke-on-Trent. 
Publications 
With the issue in November 2016 of volume 153: A Londoner in Lancashire: The Wartime Diary of Annie Beatrice Holness, 1941–1943, ed. Patricia and Robert Malcolmson,  the Society brought its publications up to date, for the first time since 1997. 2016 was indeed another productive year for the Society. The Letters of William Blundell the Cavalier, the volume for the subscription year 2015, was published in June 2016 as volume 152. 
Council has for some time wished to increase the Society’s involvement with publishing volumes relating to the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It is, therefore, pleasing to note that volume 153 is an edition of a diary written during the Second World War as part of the Mass Observation Archive project.

The Council again wishes to pay tribute to the hard work of the Society’s General Editor, Dr Martin Heale, in preparing these works for publication. 
Financial Statement and Policy on Reserves
The total net assets of the Society at 31 December 2016 were £66,678.79. 
In accordance with Charity Commission practice, Council has adopted guidelines for the payment of reasonable travel expenses to members who wish to claim them for attending Council meetings.
The Council has kept in review its financial reserve policy.  It has discussed how to continue the existing patterns of expenditure against falling investment returns.   Amongst issues considered in a wide-ranging and ongoing review were the level of subscriptions and the present risk-averse pattern of investment.
The Council continues to investigate how best to offer members the option of receiving new volumes electronically, in conjunction with plans to fund the digitisation of the Society’s existing publications. 
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