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The Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire was founded in 1878. It aims to advance public education primarily by the transcription, editing and publication of original historical documents relating to the two palatine counties.  It is a registered charity, no. 500434.
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Dr Peter McNiven 

It is with sadness that we report the death, on 24 June 2014, of Dr Peter McNiven (General Editor, 1984–94, and 2002–12; and a vice-president since 2013). 

Council 

During 2014 the Council met twice: on 9 April at the School of History, University of Liverpool; and on 1 October at the University of Manchester’s Samuel Alexander Building.   The Council gratefully acknowledges the support of the Universities of Liverpool and Manchester for the provision of accommodation.

In October Ms Janet Wallwork of the University of Manchester Library, joined the Council.  

The new annual business schedule for the Society is working well. Much time has been expended by the Council during 2014 on the care of the Society’s archives and its master set of publications, and the listing and housing of the Society’s backstock of publications. This work is ongoing. Succession planning for officers and examiners has been introduced, although all these posts remain exposed to annual re-election. The Council began to consider digitisation of future publications, whilst retaining its hardcopy output. 
2014 AGM
Under its recently adopted rules the Society held its first Annual General Meeting in 2014.  Council hopes ordinary members will attend these meetings in the future. Council wants to make these meetings more appealing to the membership, and it intends that the 2015 AGM be followed by a public lecture by Professor Daniel Szechi, University of Manchester, entitled Preston 1715, and the Failure of English Jacobitism.
Membership 

At the October Council meeting, Mr Sutton’s report confirmed that there was a good balance between the totals of individual members and public and other institutional libraries. He noted that there were 121 individual members, and a likely figure of 109 institutions, though, as in previous years, the role of agents makes for much uncertainty in relation to institutional subscriptions.   The overall level of membership has declined considerably in the past decade: in 2004, our total membership stood at 264. Council is addressing this issue regularly. It is hoped that the website, a lecture at the 2015 AGM, occasional day schools/volume launches, and an exciting list of publication titles, with an option to receive volumes electronically under consideration, will all result in increased membership.
Website
The Society’s website was launched in August 2013. In its first year nearly 1,500 different people accessed the site. Around 70% of visits were made from UK computers (London, Manchester and Liverpool, in descending order, being the most popular). An appreciable number of users in the USA, Australia and Brazil have accessed the site. It is recognized that the website must develop and grow over time in order to deliver Council’s objective of providing a valuable tool to existing and potential members. 
Publications 
Volume 148 (for the subscription year 2011), of the Society’s publications, the first volume of   Crown Pleas of the Lancashire Eyre, 1292, ed. Margaret E. Lynch with members of the Ranulf Higden Society, was published in December. 
Council is pleased to report that at the end of 2014 two volumes were in the press, and two more had been approved for publication.   Another four are at an advanced stage of preparation, including two drawing entirely on twentieth-century records.   Council expects to catch up on its arrears of publications. It pays tribute to the hard work of the Society’s General Editor, Dr Martin Heale, in bringing these works forward.
Financial Statement and Policy on Reserves
The total net assets of the Society at 31 December 2013 were in excess of £77,000. Council reviewed its policy on its financial reserve in April, and decided to continue this at about £40,000.   It has considered how the Society’s uncommitted funds (presently around £7–10,000, allowing for anticipated printing costs) might be most effectively used. It was agreed that comparatively small sums of money should be spent on, for example: buying missing volumes for the master set; providing colour plates in volumes where appropriate; or paying for the indexing of some volumes. However, the main use of the uncommitted funds should be to fund the digitisation of the Society’s existing publications. This will be considered in more detail during 2015.
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